3J          THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
every village in the Tamil country is Mariamma or
Mari, the goddess of small-pox.
It is noticeable that Mariamma is not found in any
temples dedicated to one of the seven sisters, as she is
considered superior to them in power and much worse
in temper. The seven sisters are supposed to be kind
and indulgent while Mariamma is vindictive and inexor-
able and difficult to propitiate. The boundary goddess
is worshipped in the Tanjore district under the name
of Kali, and her special function is to prevent
any evil coining: from without into the village of which
she i5 the guardian, while the seven sisters are
supposed to guard against any evil arising within the
village itself. Though Mariamma keeps herself aloof
from the seven sisters, I came across, in the South
Arcot district, a shrine dedicated to Kanniamma (who
was said to be another form of Mariamma and to
preside over small-pox), in which were clay images of
seven brothers. The youngest, called Muni (ghost),
was the tallest and was represented by a larger clay
figure seated on a raised platform, with his six smaller
brothers standing beside him.
In the Tamil districts of Tanjore, Trichinopoly
and Cuddalore, the names of village deities most
conrnonly met with are Pidari, which is often used as
a generic name of village deities, Mariamma, Kali,
Seliamma, Draupati,1 and Angalamma* Mariamma
is the commonest of them all, and her function is always
to inflict or ward off small-pox. Pidari is supposed to
act as guardian against evil spirits and epidemics,
especially cholera. Kali is often regarded as especially
the protectress against evil spirits that haunt forests
and desolate places, and against wild beasts. In some
parts she is the special goddess of the bird-catchers.
But in some villages she is also the guardian against
cholera. Except, however, in the villages near Tanjore,
I hfcve not met with Kali in the capacity of a boundary
goddess. In other plaqes there are curious ceremonies
* Tbfe is for Draapadi, the heroine of the Mahdbharata*